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Russian domains
in the global domain space

Andrei Vorobyov
Director of Coordina!on Center
for TLD .RU/.РФ

Friends,

The new issue of our analy#cal report, Russian Domain Space:

Results and Development Prospects, is dedicated to the many

important events that took place in the internet space in

2019. The report does not only include Russian exper#se, but

also shows how our success and achievements influence the

common internet development system and compares the de

velopments in Runet with global trends.

Of course, the 25th anniversary of the Russian ccTLD .RU and

Runet was the main event in 2019. Various celebra#ons were

held all across Russia over the en#re year and brought to

gether over 50,000 people. The Coordina#on Center for TLD

.RU/.РФ ini#ated the release of an anniversary stamp dedicat

ed to .RU. The cancella#on ceremony took place at the 10th

Russian Internet Governance Forum. The Coordina#on Center

also ordered the making of the Internet for All movie, which

first premiered in Moscow and later in the regions. The movie

has been watched by over 5,000, and as of April 7, 2020

everyone had the chance to watch it via the Coordina#on

Center’s official channels.

2019 was a good year for .RU. It maintained its posi#ons in the

global ranking and s#ll remains the fi&h largest ccTLD in the

world. At the end of 2019, there were 4,951,205 domain na

mes registered in .RU, with over 1.5 million new names registe

red since the beginning of the year:  an average of 4,250 daily.

.РФ is s#ll in the European top 20. At the end of 2019, it had

742,285 domain names. About 200,000 new names were reg

istered in .РФ in 2019. Over 16 percent of the domains in .РФ

are more than nine years old now, which means they were

registered during the first year of its existence. In 2020, the

Cyrillic ccTLD .РФ will mark its 10th anniversary, and we will

be pleased to congratulate the oldest websites in this domain

zone on reaching this milestone.

I am confident that the report will prove useful for studying

the development prospects of the Russian domain industry

and will also help make the right choice in situa#ons when

strategic decisions are needed that can really determine the

future of Runet.

Best regards,

Andrei Vorobyev
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Britain’s rapid expansion – .UK added 1 million registra

tions in a year – was primarily due to the lifting of restric

tions on .UK registrations in June (registration of .UK do

mains had been dependent on having registered a second

level domain first). With the restrictions lifted, everyone

was able to register the remaining names. TLD .UK closed

the year with 13 million registrations, down slightly from

the peak of 13.3 million in the middle of the year.

Typically, graphs of the largest ccTLDs do not provide data for

na#onal domains that prac#ce free registra#on from compa

nies like Freenom (partner of the.TK registry). However, in

2019, the number of such domains increased significantly;

five of them have crossed the 2 million mark; four of them

represent Africa. Their booming growth is a'ributed not only

to the free distribu#on of domain names in some ccTLDs, but

also to rapid internet penetra#on on the con#nent.

In 2019, the leaders in terms of relative growth were

Great Britain .UK (up 8.7%) and Colombia .CO (up 7.3%).

The other ccTLDs in the top twenty had meager growth by

comparison – 4.5% at best. Six domains shrank, with China

.CN losing almost a third of its registrations (down 30%).

Other ccTLDs that posted a decline were Russia (.RU), the

European Union (.EU), Poland (.PL), Spain (.ES), USA (.US)

and Denmark (.DK).
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The year 2019 closed with 362.3 million domain name registra

#ons around the world, up 13.5 million (or 3.9%) over the year be

fore, with TLD .COM managed by Verisign the undisputed leader

as before (145.4 million domain name registra#ons). TLD .NET,

also managed by Verisign, accounted for another 13.4 million reg

istra#ons. Together, these two general toplevel domains added

5.9 million registra#ons compared to last year, or a 3.9% growth

rate, the same pace as the domain space as a whole.

The ccTLD numbers give less cause for op#mism, with 157.6 mil

lion registra#ons for the year. This number is actually 4.2 million or

2.6% lower than the number for the third quarter of 2019. S#ll,

compared with 2018, country code domains grew by 3.3 million

names (2.1%).

1.3%

1.6 1.5 1.3 1.3

Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, ccTLDs Registries, CENTR (centr.org)

Number of registered domain names by the end of 2019 (mln) Yearoveryeargrowth 2019/2018 (%)

35.5%
2.8

7.5%

0.8

2.3%

0.8

5.9

20

15

10

5

0

Largest ccTLDs, by the end of 2019 (inc. free registry model)

m
ill

io
ns

19.3

16.3
14.6

5.0 4.1

.tk .de .cn .uk .nl .ru .ga .cf .br .ml .eu .fr .it .au .tw .gq .ca   .pl .co .ch   

4.1 3.1 2.8 2.3
4.3 3.7 2.9 2.5

13.0

2.4

5.9
3.6 3.4 3.2 3.2

Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, ccTLDs Registries, CENTR (centr.org)



6 7

Ru
ss

ia
n 

do
m

ai
ns

 in
 t

he
 g

lo
ba

l d
om

ai
n 

sp
ac

e

Russian Domain Space 2019: Outcomes and Prospects of Developmentcctld.ru | кц.рф

The rise and (relative) fall of Taiwan’s ccTLD .TW is an in

teresting story worth considering. At the end of 2018, the

.TW domain quickly rose to the top of the ccTLDs, ranking

sixth with 4.8 million registrations. Over the year, it had

added 4.7 million registrations. The rapid growth was due

to lower registration prices as well as the liberalization of

registration policies. Furthermore, the Asian Games were

held in AugustSeptember 2018 (the largest sports event

for athletes from Asia held every four years). One of the

largest Taiwanese registrars announced free .TW registra

tions on any day an athlete from Taiwan won a gold

medal. For the record, Taiwanese athletes won 12 gold

medals.

This naturally led to a rapid surge in registrations in that

domain zone. By the way, most of the names were regis

tered by citizens and companies from China. However, the

data show that a sharp increase in registrations is in

evitably followed by a fall. Few names registered for free

are even used, let alone renewed. TLDs often lose up to

90% of registrations from such promotions. Overall, in No

vember 2019, the .TW domain lost 1.7 million registra

tions, but the case can be made that the Taiwanese

TWNIC registry was actually very lucky: growth was quite

good nevertheless, and today the .TW domain ranks a re

spectable11th place, despite having lost more than 35% of

registrations. The graph clearly shows how it happened.

Increase in Taiwan's ccTLD
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New gTLDs generally fared well, with total domain name registra

#ons standing at about 29.3 million at the end of 2019, an in

crease of 5.5 million or 23.2% year on year. Interes#ngly, growth

in the 3rd quarter of 2019 was roughly the same as in the year be

fore: up 5.3 million registra#ons or 22.2%. At the same #me, the

share of new gTLD registra#ons is s#ll less than 10% of the global

total at 8.1%. The largest of the new domains was .ICU accoun#ng

for 16.2% of new gTLD registra#ons, followed by .TOP and .XYZ.

For the new general toplevel domain .ICU (I see you), 2019 was a

big year. Registra#ons exceeded 1 million by summer, and today it

has 4.8 million domain names. It took the domain a li'le over a

year and a half to reach this mark, but its success is easily ex

plained by the registry’s pricing policy. 
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The cost of initial registration is about $12, while re

newal is about $10. This naturally encouraged rapid

growth in the number of registrations. However, most

often it was not being done for a serious purpose: data

from Google and Alexa indicate that the number of ac

tive websites in the .ICU zone is extremely low.

Furthermore, such low prices sometimes attract dis

honest registrants. According to SpamHaus, in May

2019, the .ICU domain’s malware rating was only 6.4%,

meaning that 6.4% of all emails sent from mail servers

in that domain were spam. This figure is close to .COM

and is considered good enough. However, the .ICU mal

ware rating almost tripled in June: 17.4% of all emails

originating from that domain zone were spam.

The moment of truth for .ICU will come in 2020: do

main names registered at low prices will need to be re

newed at a higher price, and it is difficult to say how

many of them actually will be renewed. There is a

chance that the domain may lose up to half of its regis

trations in 2020.

In addition, the Chinese domain boom, which fueled

the growth of the domain market some time ago, clear

ly passed its peak in 2019. The boom was largely the

product of the launch and active promotion of new do

main zones. Today China accounts for at least 2530%

of all registrations. We should also mention the .WANG

domain, where Chinese registrations account for 99%

of the total (about 950,000). But this is easily explained

by the fact that the domain originally targeted China:

the word wang is a Latin transcription of �, which

means “network” in Chinese. The popularity of such

domains as .TOP, .VIP, .CLUB, and .SHOP in China is

also understandable – they are all popular English loan

words used in all countries, China included.
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Cyrillic IDN in Russia and all over the world

.москва (13 383)

.дети (669)

.рус (29 906)

.рф (742 285)

.қаз (632) .мон (252)

.орг (118)

.укр (6 823)
.бел (14 395)

.ею (1 675)

Europe
As of December 31, 2019 there were 156 interna#onalized

toplevel domains in the world. Most, i.e. 65 of them, use

Chinese hieroglyphs, with the second most using the Arabic

alphabet: 33. There are 17 Cyrillic domains, including nine

IDN ccTLDs and eight IDN gTLDs.

Most of the countries using Cyrillic alphabets – Russia, Be

larus, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Kazakhstan, and Mongo

lia as well as the European Union – have registered their

Cyrillic ccTLDs. It is interes#ng to compare the number of do

main names registered in tradi#onal ccTLDs with the number

of names in IDN ccTLDs. 

The Cyrillic ccTLDs in Russia and Belarus are developing most

ac#vely. There are almost 750,000 domain names registered

in the Russian .РФ and 14,500 in the Belarusian .БЕЛ. The cor

rela#on between the number of domain names in the Cyrillic

and tradi#onal ccTLDs is 15 percent and 10.8 percent, respec

#vely. The Ukrainian IDN ccTLD .УКР is also developing quite

well, with 7,000 domain names registered in it.

As for IDN gTLDs, Russia also tops the list, with almost 30,000

names registered in .РУС and 13,400 names in .МОСКВА.

.срб (876)

.мкд (424)

.бг (1 568)

.католик (1)

.онлайн (2 606)

.сайт (1 032)

.ком (1)
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As for the prevalence of interna#onal domains around the

world, the situa#on is currently quite stable: interest in new

gTLDs has faded, and the number of registra#ons in the tradi

#onally popular .COM and .NET zones remains steadily high.

The share of registra#ons of interna#onal toplevel domains

represented in Russia is not too high, at just over 21%. Inci

dentally, Russian users are the most patrio#c: 78% of registra

#ons are in the ccTLDs .RU and .РФ. The second most popular

are the tradi#onal TLDs which account for almost 17% of all

domain name registra#ons in Russia. New gTLDs or other

ccTLDs are not of great interest to Russians – their shares are

2% and 2.7%, respec#vely.
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.RU is the fifth largest ccTLD in the world. At the end of

2019, it had 4,951,205 domain names, which was 124,954

names or 2.5 percent less than expected. Over 2019, a de

crease of 66,617 or 1.3 percent was recorded in .RU. Over

the same period of 2018, the decrease was 351,130

names or 6.5 percent.

12

.RU and .РФ ccTLDs

13

Number of domain names and annual growth in .RU
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Domains

Dec. 17

3 089 610

290 365

1 988 977

1 to 10

11 to 50 000

over 50 000

Dec. 18

3 088 030

281 365

1 648 460

Dec. 19

3 081 067

249 274

1 620 864

Registrants

Dec. 17

2 012 610

2

40 283

Dec. 18

2 052 294

2

36 505

Dec. 19

2 059 032

2

34 673

Average (domains
per  registrant)

Dec. 17

2

145 183

49

Dec. 18

2

140 666

45

Dec. 19

1

124 637

47

A detailed analysis of the growth trend in .RU shows that the

lowest segment of registrants (1 to 10 domains) is the most

stable.

There are almost 2.1 million registrants in .RU, with over

80 percent owning only one domain. A detailed analysis of

the .RU growth trend shows that in recent years moderate

growth has continued in the lowest segment of registrants

(1 to 10 domains). The total number of domain names in

.RU fell 1.3 percentage points, down to 4,951,205 names

in 2019, while the number of names in the category 1 to

10 grew 0.3 percentage points, adding 6,738 names.

Registrants managing 11 or more domain names fell by al

most 2,000 compared with last year to reach 34,700, or less

than 2 percent of the total.

The table shows how domain names are distributed across regis

trants by the number of domain names managed by one regist

rant. Obviously, the largest group of registrants manages no more

than 10 domain names each, on average 2 domain names per re

gistrant. Just over 34,500 registrants manage an average of 47 do

main names, and the number of such registrants is decreasing

from year to year. Only 2 registrants own more than 50,000 (an

average of 124,000) domain names.
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Number of domain names and annual growth in .РФ

16.8%

Russian gTLDs follow the global trends as far as the

growth rates of registrations are concerned. Moreover,

domain names continue to be redistributed between reg

istrants, for whom these names primarily represent an in

vestment, all of which benefits end users (registrants who

manage 1 to 10 domains). This growth comes partly from

the migration of users from new Russian gTLDs. The new

gTLDs that belong to Russian organizations have lost a sig

nificant number of names, which corresponds with global

trends. The movement of users from new gTLDs to ccTLDs

is also in line with trends.

At the end of 2019, there were 742,285 domain names in

.РФ, which represents a loss of 49,617 names or 6.3 per

cent for the year, though .РФ remained among of the

largest internationalized domains in the world.

There are almost 360,000 registrants in .РФ, or a bit more

than 2 domain names per registrant on average.

Geographic distribution of domain
names in .RU and .РФ

Russia Others countries

Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, statdom.ru
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Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, statdom.ru

Geographic distribution of domain names in .RU and .РФ by regions of Russia

56.1% RU 43.9%

Other

Moscow

Moscow region
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Sverdlovsk region

8.5%

23.4%

7.3%
2.4%
2.3%

52.7% РФ 47.3%
8.7%

24.5%

7.9%
3.3%
2.9%

.RU is very popular with Russians: 83.3 percent of domain

names are registered by Russians, concentrated in

Moscow and the Moscow Region at 31.9 percent, fol

lowed by St. Petersburg at 7.3 percent, the Krasnodar Ter

ritory (2.4) and the Sverdlovsk Region (2.3). 

The geographical distribution of domain names in .РФ ba

sically mirrors that of .RU with one difference: Russians

registered 92.9 percent of .РФ domain names.

Overall, the top five Russian regions accounted for about half

of all registra#ons of Russian domain names: 43.9 percent of

domain names in .RU and 47.3 domain names in .РФ.

Growth, delegated domains in .RU vs .РФ
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The share of delegated domains remains stable with a small

upward trend in both Russian ccTLDs. For example, 90.8 per

cent of the total number of domains in .РФ and 95.5 percent

in .RU are delegated as of the end of 2019.

In 2019, a&er several years of decline, the share of renewals

of domain names in .RU and .РФ began to grow. In 2019, 1.5

percentage points domain names more than in 2018 were re

newed in .РФ, or 68.3 percent of the total number, and 2.4

percentage points or 67.9 percent in .RU.

Every day, an average of 4,500 new domain names are regis

tered in .RU, with 95 percent or 4.3 million domain names ac

#vely used, which is a very high level for a TLD. As many as

29.7 percent of .RU domain names are older than 5 years,

and 30.3 percent are younger than 1 year. In .РФ, about 650

domain names are registered every day, and 88 percent of

the registered names are ac#vely used. Almost 17 percent of

domain names in .РФ are older than 9 (!) years, that is, they

were registered within a year of the .РФ launch, while 26 per

cent of domain names in .РФ are younger than 1 year.

Renewal rate .RU vs .РФ
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The distribution of domain names between individuals and

legal entities in .RU and .РФ has been the same for several

years: 77.6 percent of domains in .RU are registered by indi

viduals (79.5 percent in .РФ) and 22.4 percent by legal enti

ties (20.5 percent in .РФ).

Regarding the ratio of individuals and legal entities as do

main name registrants, the picture is similar. There are 2.1

million registrants in TLD .RU, and 1.7 million, or 81 percent,

of them are individuals; 89 percent of registrants in .RU are

Russian citizens.

As of January 1, 2019, there were 358,000 domain name

registrants in TLD .РФ, with 283,000 of them (or 79 percent)

individuals. Almost 93 percent of registrants in .РФ are Russ

ian citizens.

Domain names distribution
by registrants

Individuals Organiza#ons

Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, statdom.ru

77.6%

22.4%
RU
РФ

79.5%

20.5%



About 40 percent of domain names in .RU perfectly match

the name of company, user or name associated with the

website. Another 29 percent partially match the user

name, and another 20 percent have nothing in common

with the name of the company or individual associated

with the website. 

The highest share of perfect matches between domain

name and company name is found among online stores at

55 percent, while partial matches accounts for 27 percent

(less than the average for all domains). Second place is

held by landing pages: 49 percent perfect matches and 27

percent partial matches (less than the average for all do

mains).

For the most numerous type of websites – business web

sites – 44 percent are perfect matches and 36 percent are

partial. The numbers are similar for information websites:

43 percent are perfect matches with the domain name

and 33 percent are partial. For business card websites, 43

percent are a perfect match and 32 percent are partial. 

Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, statdom.ru

Goals of use of domain names in .RU and .РФ
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Email only                                                             

Web redirect

Web applica#on/onepage website

Parking

Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, statdom.ru

Domain name's compliance
with the company's name
and activities

16.5%

42.4%

2.4%

11.2%

27.5%

Domain reflects the company’s ac#vi#es and has a matching name 
fully or par#ally
Domain does not reflect the company’s ac#vi#es but has a matching
name fully or par#ally
Domain reflects the company’s ac#vi#es but does not have
a matching name
Domain does not reflect the company’s ac#vi#es or have
a matching name

Unavailable during the research

In December 2019, RAEC was commissioned by the Coordina

#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ to conduct research on .RU usage

characteris#cs and the domain name’s suitability for the com

pany’s profile. As part of the research, a sample of domains

was classified by type of ac#vity of their users (owners) on

the basis of the OKVED ((AllRussian Classifier of Types of Eco

nomic Ac#vity) alphabe#cal code, which means they were di

vided into 21 groups and assigned le'ers from A to U.

The analysis revealed Runet’s flagships: four areas that total

55 percent of the domain space. Most of the users (owners)

in .RU can be classified as wholesale and retail business such

as car and bike repair (24 percent), followed by informa#on

and communica#ons (13 percent), with third place a virtual

#e between culture, sports, entertainment (9 percent) and

professional, science and technology (8 percent).

Another significant share of Runet, 23 percent in total, is oc

cupied by a subgroup of six spheres accoun#ng for about 35

percent of domain names, with an average level of domain

distribu#on. These are construc#on (5 percent), processing

industries, educa#on and other services (4 percent each) as

well as administra#ve and addi#onal services and healthcare

and social services (3 percent each). This means that 10 out

of 21 OKVED ac#vi#es account for threefourths of .RU.

Every third platform (32.8 percent) in the .РФ Cyrillic do

main has fully functioning websites and another 24.4 per

cent are used for business card websites and web applica

tions. Fully functioning websites account for 40.2 percent

of all domain names registered in .RU, and 25.2 percent

are for businesses and web applications. “Parking” ac

counts for 11.9 percent in .RU and 13.6 percent in .РФ,

which means the latter is used in a more methodical way. 

Analysis of .RU usage characteristics 

New services
In June 2019 the Coordination Center for TLD .RU/.РФ

launched an updated version of the Domains and Trade

marks online service. The service automatically checks for

matches with registered trademarks and domain names in

the .RU and .РФ gTLDs. The updated version can find not

just trademarks registered and/or protected in the Russ

ian Federation that match the given domain name, but

also domain names in.RU and .РФ that sound similar to

the trademark. Designed with copyright holders in mind,

this free service offers them a tool to quickly identify po

tential violations for the purposes of pretrial settlement

of domain disputes. It was developed by the Coordination

Center together with Online Patent that previously devel

oped a digital platform to manage patents and trade

marks.

In 2019, the Coordina#on Center successfully completed a

project it began in 2018 to develop a methodology to assess

the market value of secondlevel domain names in .RU and

.РФ on the secondary domain name market. The Coordina

#on Center’s aim was to develop valua#on methodology and

register the standard for domain name valua#on in .RU and

.РФ on the secondary market in compliance with Russian law

on assessment ac#vi#es. Work on the project involved a sub

contractor, Euroexpert. By the end of 2018, the first stage of

the project was complete. The second stage –  analyzing

prices of transac#ons involving secondlevel domain names

on the secondary domain name market – was completed in

2019, as was the third stage during which the methodology to

assess the market value of secondlevel domain names in .RU

and .РФ on the secondary market was developed. 
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Security in the Russian domain space

Russian Domain Space 2019: Outcomes and Prospects of Developmentcctld.ru | кц.рф

Sources: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, statdom.ru

Domains’ distribution according to
the type of malicious activities (2019)
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An analysis of the of offending domains by type of malicious

ac#vity showed that most were connected with phishing

(5,681 no#fica#ons, or 76.2 percent of the total), followed by

botnet controllers (905 no#fica#ons, or 12.1 percent), web

sites used to spread malware (550, or 7.4 percent) and web

sites with child sex abuse imagery (33, or 0.4 percent). Rele

vant authori#es sent 287 requests (3.8 percent) for verifica

#on of registrant creden#als. 

In 2019, the delega#on of 6,687 domain names was cancelled

at the order of the relevant authori#es. 457 domain names

avoided cancela#on a&er the domain registrant swi&ly rec#

fied the cause of the block or the hos#ng provider blocked

the site immediately. In 154 cases, delega#on was restored by

order of the corresponding authority a&er the cause of the

block was rec#fied. In 81 cases, the registrars did not find suf

ficient grounds to cancel delega#on or ini#ate an inspec#on

of the registrant.

At the end of 2019, delega#on was cancelled or the website

blocked by the hos#ng provider in 93.8 percent of the total

number of cases iden#fied by the relevant authori#es.

In total at the end of 2019, 26 registrars were used by relevant

authori#es to send no#fica#ons via the informa#on system.

In 2019, informa#on on 174,469 domain names was added to

the database of the Netoscope informa#on and analysis proj

ect, including 121,558 (69.7 percent) secondlevel domain

names in .RU, .РФ and .SU and 52,911 (30.3 percent) third

level domains or lower.

The Coordination Center for TLD .RU/.РФ cooperates with

10 competent organizations: Safe Internet League, Group

IB, Kaspersky Lab, RUCERT, Regional Public Center of In

ternet Technology (ROCIT), the Federal Service for Super

vision of Communications, Information Technology and

Mass Media (Roskomnadzor), BIZone, Bank of Russia, Dr.

Web and the National Coordination Center for Computer

Incidents (NKTsKI). An agreement with the National Coor

dination Center for Computer Incidents was signed on

June 29, 1919. 

Increase per year         

Number of domain names in the database, mln        
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Kaliningrad

Novosibirsk

Samara

Moscow

Lipetsk

Dolgoprudny

Naro-Fominsk Elektrostal

Sochi

Saint
Petersburg

Russian domain name registrars 
52 registrars in 10 cities

>100 domain names per 1,000 inhabitants

50100 domain names per 1,000 inhabitants

3050 domain names per 1,000 inhabitants

2030 domain names per 1,000 inhabitants

1020 domain names per 1,000 inhabitants

510 domain names per 1,000 inhabitants

15 domain names per 1,000 inhabitants

Moscow (27 )

101domain Domain Registra#on

2DOMAINS.RU

Atex

CaravanTelecom

CETIS

DemosInternet

DOMAINS.RU

DomainShop

ElvisTelecom

FIREFOX

FORMAT

Interna#onal Network Technical Center

Klondike Group

Ob'edinennye Domennye Imena

PersonalN

REG.RU

Registr 1

Registrarus

Registrator

Registrator Domenov

Registrator R01

Relcom HOST

RENTER.RU

Regional Network Informa#on Center (RUCENTER)

SaleNames

VympelCom

YU.RU

Ac#ve.Domains

Ardis

Domainreseller

DOMAINS24

Flexbe

Privatenames

RUDOMAINS

Kaliningrad (7)

Imena Internet

REG.RU Domain names Hos#ng

Reg#me

Samara (3)Lipetsk (2)Sochi (1)

Maxname

Novosibirsk (1)
Openprovider

2120

Moscow region (4)

Dolgoprudny:

AGAVAhos#ng

NaroFominsk:

Perspek#va

RunetProekt 

Elektrostal:

Registratsia Domenov

St. Petersburg (7)
Axelname

Beget

NETFOX

Registrant

SprintLabs

ТimeWeb.Domains

Topvisor 

AAB Media

Domainer
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Russian domain name registrars in .RU and .РФ (by the end of 2019)

As of December 31, 2019, there were 52 registrars accredited in

.RU and .РФ. The Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ is constant

ly working with new candidates for accredited registrars. As a re

sult of this accredita#on is given to new companies. All told, five

new registrars received accredita#on in 2019. On July 9, 2019, the

Coordina#on Center signed an Accredita#on Agreement with

Flexbe from Kaliningrad. On July 22, 2019, a new registrar from

Moscow, Klondike Group LLC, successfully got accredita#on. In

August 2019, a&er passing technical tests, these registrars began

to provide services. At the end of 2019, three more registrars

were accredited: SprintLabs from St. Petersburg – this registrar

will begin to provide services a&er successfully passing technical

tests; DOMAINS24 and RUDOMAINS from Kaliningrad.

In 2019, there was a minor redistribu#on of domain names in the

.RU domain in the top three registrars, as well as among some

other registrars. The share of the largest registrar REG.RU in

creased by 3.5 percentage points from 36.9 percent  to 40.4 per

cent. At the same #me, the share of the second largest registrar

RUCENTER decreased from 27.2 percent to 25.7 percent (by 1.5

percentage points). The share of the third registrar R01 also de

creased by 1.0 percentage points, from 9.7 percent to 8.7 percent.

The total market share of the three largest registrars (REG.RU, RU

CENTER and R01) increased by 1.1 percent; this share amounted

to 74.8 percent of registra#ons in .RU by the end of 2019. The

market share of individual registrars varies, as a rule, within small

limits +/ 0.5 percent. In 2019, two registrars (NAUNET and ARDIS)

le& the group of registrars with a market share of over 1 percent.

The BEGET registrar con#nues to show posi#ve growth dynamics

in the number of registered domains. In 2019, BEGET was able to

increase its market share by 1.3 percentage points.

In 2019, REG.RU increased its share by 2.9 percentage points in

.РФ, and with a result of 44.6 percent, it ranks first in the number

of registered domain names in .РФ. The share of RUCENTER

slightly decreased from 27.6 percent in December 2018 to 27.5

percent in December 2019 (the share decreased by  0.1 percent

age points). The third place, like in .RU, is occupied by R01. In

2019, the share of R01 decreased by 0.6 percentage points, from

9.8 percent at the end of December 2018 to 9.2 percent at the

end of December 2019.

The total representa#on of the top three leaders .РФ (REG.RU,

RUCENTER and R01) in 2019 increased by 2.2 percentage points

and amounted to 81.2 percent. Registrars with a share of more

than 1 percent experienced minor changes – in 2019, Beget in

creased its share by + 1.3 percentage points, and was ahead of RD

with a share of 4.0 percent. TIMEWEB increased its share by + 0.7

percentage points. At the end of 2019, two registrars, SALENAMES

and NAUNET, le& the group of registrars with a market share of

more than 1 percent, the rest of the distribu#on of domain names

in .РФ by registrars remains stable.

Source: Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, statdom.ru 
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On September 19, 2019, the Internet for All social documentary, created by the Social
Cinema Founda#on at the request of the Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ, pre
miered at the Moscow Cinema House. The film marks the 25th anniversary of the Russ
ian ccTLD .RU. Internet for All is a collec#on of 11 short stories about people from dif
ferent parts of Russia. It shows how the internet and new technologies are social eleva
tors, thanks to which everyone can fulfill their dream. People of different ages, profes
sions, and des#nies describe how the internet helped them make their plans and
dreams come true.

Internet for All
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On April 5, 2019, a stamp dedicated to the .RU ccTLD was issued. It depicts the .RU
ccTLD against the background of HTML codes. In addi#on to the stamp, a first day cov
er and a special postmark were released for Moscow. The stamp issue marked the 25th
anniversary of .RU. The cancella#on ceremony took place on April 8, 2019, during the
10th Russian Internet Governance Forum (RIGF 2019).

Issuing an anniversary stamp

The 10th Russian Internet Governance Forum (RIGF 2019) was held in Moscow on April
8, 2019. The forum focused on the anniversary of .RU and Runet. First Deputy Chief of
Staff of the Presiden#al Execu#ve Office Sergei Kiriyenko read a message of gree#ngs
from President of Russia Vladimir Pu#n to the par#cipants in the forum and congratu
lated everyone on the 25th anniversary of .RU and Runet. 

RIGF 2019

On April 1719, the 23rd Russian Internet Forum (RIF 2019) took place at the Lesnye
Dali guest house outside Moscow. The main event of 2019, the 25th anniversary of
Runet and the .RU ccTLD, became the key topic of RIF 2019. Prime Minister of Russia
Dmitry Medvedev, State Duma Deputy Leonid Levin and other officials sent their
gree#ngs to the forum par#cipants. During all the three days of RIF 2019, visitors of
the Coordina#on Center’s stand could take part in contests prepared by .RU and .РФ
accredited registrars and win souvenirs. The Coordina#on Center’s tent hosted a
championship on the Explore the Internet & Govern It! online game. All the prizes
and gi&s for the champions and par#cipants were related to .RU’s anniversary.

RIF 2019

On December 1213, 2019, Russian Internet Week (RIW 2019) took place at the World Trade
Center. In the year of Runet’s 25th anniversary, the Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ became
a special partner of the main event of the internet industry. RIW 2019 served as a kind of culmi
na#on in the celebra#ons of the 25th anniversary of ccTLD .RU. Over 50,000 people took part in
these celebra#ons between April and December. During the twodaylong forum, the Coordina
#on Center held numerous events for the par#cipants and guests of RIW 2019: quizzes, give
aways, workshops, mee#ngs with its partners and award ceremonies for winners.

RIW 2019

On July 1619, 2019, the Asia Pacific Region Internet Governance Forum (APrIGF
2019) took place on Russky Island in Vladivostok. The Coordina#on Center for TLD
.RU/.РФ hosted this interna#onal forum. The sec#on dedicated to the 25th anniver
sary of .RU and Runet was an important event of APrIGF 2019. Russian internet gov
ernance was discussed at the sec#on. Russian and foreign par#cipants also spoke
about the development of the internet based on the principles of mul#stake
holderism and considera#on for all par#es’ opinions.

APrIGF 2019

On August 11, 2019, the largest IT race, RUNIT25, dedicated to the 25th anniversary of
.RU, took place in Izmailovo Park with the support of the Coordina#on Center for TLD
.RU/.РФ. Over 1,100 athletes ran the race, including representa#ves of IT companies and
large IT holdings, designers, developers, programmers and people otherwise connected
to high technology. There were also races for the youngest par#cipants: 300 meters for
children aged four to six and 600 meters for those aged above seven.

RUNIT25 IT race

On September 1112, 2019, the 12th interna#onal conference for ccTLD registries and
registrars of CIS, Central and Eastern Europe, TLDCON 2019, took place in Vilnius, Lithua
nia. The conference brought together 120 par#cipants from 20 countries. It focused on
analyzing the processes that occurred in Eastern European ccTLDs over the last quarter
of a century. Many of them, like .RU, marked their 25th anniversary in 2019.

TLDCON 2019

The en#re week of May 18–24, 2019 was dedicated to the Digital Dicta#on: a large test of
IT literacy in Russia. Its events were held at 67 venues in 57 Russian ci#es. The official
opening ceremony in the Moscow office of Avito was a'ended by over 300 people. Over
50,000 Russians took part in the dicta#on in total.

Digital Dictation 2019

On December 12, 2019, the 16th awards ceremony of the Runet Award, a na#onal prize
for contribu#ons to the development of the Russian segment of the internet, was held at
the Pashkov House in Moscow. The Coordina#on Center for TLD .RU/.РФ was both the or
ganizer of the Runet Award and a partner of one of the categories. In the category For a
Contribu#on to the Development of the .RU Domain Zone, three Russian registrars won
prizes: Reg.ru, RUCENTER and a young registrar, Beget. Another category was devoted to
the 25th anniversary of the .RU domain and Runet. 

Runet Award 2019

2524


